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Ministry of Health

COVID-19 Guidance: Acute Care

Version 4 - May 10, 2020

Highlights of changes

1 Added the outbreak definition in public hospitals and guidance for outbreak
detection and management

1 Added summary of PPE precautions table

1 Link to latest ‘Directives, Memorandums and Other Resources' webpage

This guidance document provides basic information only. It is hot intended to take
the place of medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. In the event of a conflict
between this Guidance and a Directive of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, the
Directive prevails.

1 Please check the Ministry of Health (MOH) COVID-19 website regularly for
updates to this document, the case definition, testing guidance, and other
COVID-19 related information.

1 Please check the Directives, Memorandums and Other Resources page
regularly for the most up to date directives.

Screening

Passive Screening

1 Signage should be posted at all entrances and at triage areas which prompts
essential visitors, health care workers (HCWs), volunteers, and patients to self-
identify to a specific location or person if they experience COVID-19 symptoms.

1 Alist of COVID-19 symptoms, including atypical symptoms, can be found in the
COVID-19 Reference Document for Symptoms.

Active Screening

1 AU HCWsS, volunteers, and staff should be aware of the early signs and
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symptoms of acute respiratory infection, such as fever, cough, or shortness of
breath. Atypical symptoms should be considered as well, especially in children,
older persons, and people living with a developmental disability.

Acute care settings should instruct all HCWs, volunteers, and staff to self-
monitor for COVID-19 symptoms at home and not come to work if feeling ill
Those who are experiencing symptoms should report this to the acute care
setting.

Acute care settings must conduct active screening for COVID-19 symptoms of
anyone entering the facility. To promote safety and to reduce risks to patients
and staff, it is currently recommended that only essential visitors be allowed into
the facility. Examples of individuals who could be determined by a hospital to be
essential visitors include those who are visiting a patient who is dying or veryill,
a parent/guardian of an ill child or youth, a visitor of a patient undergoing
surgery, or a woman giving birth.

Staff who are conducting active screening should ideally be behind a barrier,
such as a plexiglass barrier, which can protect them from persons who are
sneezing or coughing. The COVID-19 Patient Screening Guidance document can
be used as a tool to guide active screening activities and can be adapted as
needed.

Screening questions between a hospital emergency department and paramedic
services should align to ensure consistency when transferring suspected or
confirmed cases of COVID-19.

Positive Screening: What to do

T

Provide the individual with a surgical or procedure mask and place themin a
room with the door closed on arrival, if possible. Encourage them to practice
respiratory etiquette, use tissues when needed with access to a waste
receptacle, and provide them with alcohol-based hand rub.

Measures should be taken to separate those who have screened positive for
COVID-19 with those who have screened negative as much as possible. For
example, those who have screened positive should avoid contact with others in
common areas of the acute care setting (e.g., waiting rooms).
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Reporting of Positive Screening

T

COVID-19 is a designated disease of public health significance (O. Reg. 135/18)
and thus reportable under the Health Protection and Promotion Act.

The acute care setting should contact their local public health unit to report a
confirmed case of COVID-19.

If the suspect COVID-19 case has been tested, with results pending, and the
individual does not require hospital admission, please consult with the hospital
Infection Prevention and Control Department and the local public health unit
before the suspect case leaves the acute care setting.

All laboratory results are reported to the ordering healthcare provider. Positive
and indeterminate laboratory results will be also be communicated through
routine processes for reportable diseases in Ontario, which includes the local
public health unit.

Testing for COVID-19

Testing Guidance

T

For guidance regarding which individuals should be tested, and recommended
priority groups in cases of limited resources, acute care settings should follow
the guidance outlined in the COVID-19 Provincial Testing Guidance Update
document.

For guidance regarding diagnosing and resolving cases, acute care settings
should consult the COVID-19 Quick Reference Public Health Guidance on
Testing and Clearance document. This document also outlines the
recommended approaches for HCWs who are returning to work after symptom
resolution and/or COVID-19 testing.

Specimen Collection, Handling, and Submission

T

Specimens should be sent to a Public Health Ontario (PHO) Laboratory, or
another suitable laboratory with testing capacity.

A suspect COVID-19 case should be tested by collecting a single upper
respiratory tract specimen. Upper respiratory tract specimens include a
nasopharyngeal (NP) swab, deep nasal swab or a viral throat swab. When swabs
are available, NP swabs are the preferred specimen, followed by a deep nasal
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swab.

1 NP swab collection is not considered an aerosol-generating procedure (AGMP)
and therefore can be performed using Droplet and Contact precautions (i.e.,
gloves, isolation gown, surgical/procedure mask, eye protection). Please see
Occupational Health & Safety below for an overview of the different levels of
precautions.

Outbreak Identification and Management

Outbreak Identification
The MOH has defined a COVID-19 outbreak in a public hospital as:

1 Two or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases (patients and/or staff) within
a specified area (unit/floor/service) within a 14-day period where both cases
could have reasonably” acquired their infection in the hospital.

"‘Examples of reasonably having acquired infection in hospital include:

1 No obvious source of infection outside of the hospital, OR

1 Admitted for 5 or more days before symptom onset (based on the median
incubation period of the virus)

Application of Outbreak Measures

1 Respiratory infection outbreaks in institutions and public hospitals are a
designated disease of public health significance (O. Reg. 135/18) and thus
reportable under the Health Protection and Promotion Act. The hospital should
contact their local public health unit to report a suspected or confirmed outbreak
of COVID-19.

1 Outbreak control measures should be determined by the Outbreak Management
Team in the acute care setting in consultation with the local public health unit.

1 Insome instances, outbreak control measures beyond enhanced surveillance
may not be required, even if the hospital meets the outbreak definition above.
Some examples include:

0 The second case is a roommate of a known case and the second case has
been appropriately maintained on Droplet and Contact precautions since
identification of the first case. In this example, there should be no ongoing
transmission risk from the second case.
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0 Two cases among staff members who are close contacts of each other,
and investigation suggests transmission is among the staff only, and there
has been no transmission risk to patients from the staff cases.

Additional Considerations for a Single Confirmed Case

T

One laboratory-confirmed case (patient or staff) who could reasonably have
acquired their infection in hospital would not trigger the declaration of an
outbreak. However, if the acute care setting confirms a single case which might
be nosocomial, this should prompt a thorough investigation to obtain additional
information and enhanced surveillance. Based on the case investigation,
additional control measures could be warranted.

Where a case involves staff considered likely to have been infected as a result of
a workplace exposure, employers are reminded of their duty to notify the
Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development for occupational illnesses
(see below).

Case investigations should address:

o Potential unidentified transmission: In the period before the case was
recognized, the case could have spread infection to others (e.g., case is a
staff member who worked while pre-symptomatic or symptomatic without
a mask for source control; case is a patient who wanders and interacts
with others on the unit); or

o0 Potential unidentified sources: No obvious source of infection in the
specified area, which may indicate unrecognized transmission; or

o Additional transmission from source case: If there is a possible source in
the hospital and that source could have exposed others.

Declaring the Outbreak Over

T

In consultation with the Outbreak Management Team and the local public health
unit, the outbreak may be declared over when 14 days have passed, from:

o There must be no evidence of ongoing transmission after the date
when outbreak measures were implemented, AND

o No unprotected exposures to patients/staff from patient or staff cases
(e.g., date of isolation of last case in a patient; or, date of last shift at
work in a staff member who worked during the period of
communicable with possible unprotected exposure(s) to
patients/staff).

5|Page



Ontario @

Occupational Health & Safety

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

1 Acute care settings must follow the precautions outlined in Directive #1 for
Health Care Providers and Health Care Entities. Public hospitals must also follow

the PPE requirements outlined in Directive #5 for Hospitals within the meaning of
ihe Public Hospitals act anct L on N
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