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Organizational Profile: Justicia for Migrant Workers (JAMW) is a
volunteer based community group that advocates for the human
rights of migrant farm workers who produce the locally grown food
we consume. Most migrant farm workers come from impoverished
rural communities in Mexico and the Caribbean through the
government run Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program. In the last
two years the Canadian government has implemented the Temporary
Foreign Workers Program which allows growers to hire workers from
other countries such as Thailand, Guatemala, Indonesia and China to
perform work for wages that Canadians prefer not to. These programs
grant temporary work visas to over 20,000 migrant workers who
cannot stay permanently in the country. Although wages are
relatively low in comparison to what Canadian workers would obtain,
wages go a long way back in workers’” home communities. However, their temporary visa status grants
them few rights and protections in Canada. Many face deplorable living and working conditions and if
they complain they get sent home on the first flights back. Living and working in rural Ontario, long
work days, and linguistic barriers means that
migrant workers are isolated and marginalized.
There is no government monitoring of health and
safety on the job or if their housing is up to par.
When workers become injured on the job,
oftentimes employers and consulate officials
force them to go back to their countries without
adequate medical attention or financial support.
As temporary migrants and not immigrants, local
community agencies do not have the funding
mandate to provide them any support. Migrant
farm workers are becoming more of a necessity
to grow our food and perform various forms of
labour but the Canadian public knows little about
the conditions and impact of this work on migrant farm workers.

What We Do: JAMW strives for the dignity and respect for the human
rights of migrant farm workers. JAMW provides emergency support to
migrant farm workers in crisis, conducts workshops for workers on all
issues pertaining to their life and work in Canada, organizes migrant farm
worker so that they can collectively build their capacities to fight for their
rights and lobbies the Canadian government and local communities in
which they work to be more accountable to workers’ basic needs.




JAMW Funding: JAMW'’s work is made possible by the dedication and passion among its volunteers.
Due to a limited budget no one in JAMW receives a wage for this tireless organizing work. JAMW
volunteers are constantly on call for any emergencies workers may have, such as the death of someone
in their family back home and they need someone to take them to the airport to provide emotional
and interpretation support, taking workers to the hospital or doctor because their employers refuse to,
and intervening when workers are going to be sent back home unjustly. The majority of our expenses
stem from renting cars, gas and long distance charges. Our important work is dependent and only
made possible by community donations.

Contact JAMW:

jAmw.on@gmail.com
Organization’s Mailing and Donations Address:
Justice for Migrant Workers
c/o Workers' Action Centre
720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 223
Toronto ON, M5S 2T9

Visit our website for more information about our work and our
history: http://www.justiciadmigrantworkers.org

Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/justice4mw
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2258183409/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/j4mw

Tumblr:
http://jAmw.tumblr.com/
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