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  Unit Stewards or Highest Ranking of Broader Public Service Units 
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  Staff Representatives 
 
From:  Warren (Smokey) Thomas, President 
 
Date:  March 12, 2015 
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Meetings 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Member 

Planning is now well underway for OPSEU’s 2015 Broader Public Sector (BPS) 
conference. This year’s gathering marks the 22nd anniversary of official recognition of 
the BPS as a distinct division within OPSEU and, I might add, its fastest growing 
component. The conference is scheduled to open June 5, followed by Sector Divisional 
meetings on June 6-7. The conference will be held at the Sheraton Centre in Toronto. 

The theme of this year’s conference is: “Work, Life and Beyond”, which accurately 
reflects the new reality facing public sector workers everywhere. Long gone are the 
days when public services in Ontario were marked by stability, sustainability and 
progress. In place of those hallmarks we are, today, confronted by precarious 
employment, privatization and program funding that fails to match the needs of the 
people of Ontario. 

In short, our workplaces are unsettled. This directly affects our family lives and the 
communities we call home. Together, these two negative forces have a direct bearing 
on our collective future in the years beyond. 

To make reason of these challenges – and how they might be remedied – we have 
developed a program for the BPS conference that, I hope, will meet your expectations.   

Our plenary sessions on June 5 will feature a trio of speakers that will both inform and 
entertain. In the morning we will hear from a pair of economists who will explore how the 
economic policies of Ottawa and Queen’s Park have worked against the interest of 



working families. Later in the day we’ll feature a motivational speaker who will share his 
thoughts on working life in the 21st century, one marked by stress, technological change 
and work-life imbalance. 

And on a lighter note, is our planned “Speakers Corner.”  You will have the opportunity 
to tell your personal stories of how budget and staff cuts affect you, your families and 
your communities. You can tell us about the exciting developments that are happening 
in your sectors.   

On June 6, your focus will shift to Sector Divisional meetings that will take place 
throughout the day. If you do not have a sector you will have your choice of workshops 
and seminars designed to improve your skills and empower you. The following day, 
June 7, sector meetings are scheduled where elections will take place for new sector 
executives. 

I look forward to seeing you at this year’s conference. I encourage you and your 
members to fully utilize your delegate entitlement and participate. 

Let’s make this another memorable conference! 

In solidarity, 

 

Warren (Smokey) Thomas 
President 
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