
 

 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Don Lovisa, President, Durham College 

2000 Simcoe Street North  

Gordon Willey building, Room A140 

Oshawa, ON, L1H 7K4 

 
 
Re: Ontario Election and Political Activities on Campus 
 

Dear President Lovisa,  
 
It is imperative that you immediately withdraw your Durham College Policy “Ontario Election and 
Political Activities on Campus”, and retract your letter to Durham College staff dated Friday, April 27 
regarding this policy. Both the policy and your letter represent a very serious violation of academic 
freedom and democratic rights.  
 
 It is simply not true that Ontario colleges must comply with the 2006 Public Service of Ontario Act 
(PSOA). The restrictions in this Act do not apply to college employees, as colleges are not “public 
bodies” under the regulations to the PSOA. Colleges are no longer designated as crown agencies, and 
employees of Ontario colleges are not public servants for the purposes of the PSOA as per the 
regulation at https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/100146  
 
Ontario college employees have the right to engage in political activity. Furthermore, we have the 
right to express support for a political party both inside and outside of the workplace. We have the 
right to wear campaign buttons, and publicly support an individual candidate both inside and outside 
the workplace. It is wrong to inform staff otherwise. 
 
It is deeply concerning that Durham College has chosen to suppress discussion about the election on 
campus. Academic freedom, now enshrined in our collective agreement, exists to protect post-
secondary institutions as important sites for inquiry and debate on matters of public concern. College 
faculty are committed to encouraging students’ civic engagement in public life. We expect this to be 
supported fully by Durham College. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience, and anticipate your immediate action 
on these pressing issues.  

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/100146


 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
RM Kennedy, Chair, College Faculty Divisional Executive 
Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU) 
 
cc. Dan Borowec, chair of the Board of Governors, Durham College dborowec@durhamcollege.ca 
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